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A GENTLEMAN’S
CODE OF CONDUCT
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Let a gentleman govern himself before presuming to

govern others. Let his word be true, his promises kept,

and his debts honorably discharged. He shall neither lend
money nor profit from another’s necessity, for friendship
and obligation are easily corrupted by debt. If aid is
deserved, let it be given freely within his means, without
interest, public praise, or expectation of command. In
business he shall deal plainly, keep accounts, and refuse
deception. He shall show courtesy to every rank, protect

the weak, respect women, honor age, and offer no needless
insult. In company he shall listen more than boast, speak
with moderation, and never expose another’s private affairs.
Courage must be joined with restraint; strength is proved
by command of temper. Let him be clean in person, temperate
at table, diligent in duty, charitable without display, loyal
to country and conscience, and always ready to answer

for his conduct.
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